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BACKWELL PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD ON THURSDAY 2ND NOVEMBER 2023 AT 7.30PM 

IN BACKWELL PARISH HALL, BACKWELL 
 

Present: Cllrs S Ould (Chairman), K Barclay, M Bowerman, D.Lloyd, R Martin, H Power, P Ramos, R 

Taylor and C Hatcher  

 

In attendance: Mrs C Melton, in the absence of the Clerk  

  

Members of the public:  13 members of the public present  

 
 

1.         Apologies 

510      Cllr M Horton and District Cllr B Petty 
 

2. To consider co-option of new members onto Backwell Parish Council, and if co-opted, to 

receive their Declarations of Acceptance of Office  

511 Members were informed that an application had been received from Mrs Barbara Harland. 

Members discussed Mrs Harland’s application. 

Resolved: Unanimously Backwell Parish Council accepts Mrs Barbara Harland’s 

application and co-opts her as a Councillor 

512 As Mrs Harland was present, the Declaration of Acceptance of Office was duly completed and 

witnessed by Mrs Melton. Mrs Harland was given a Registers of Members Interest form to 

complete and return. Cllr Harland was invited to join the meeting. 
 

3.   To receive Councillors' declarations of interests and consider any written applications for 

dispensations 

  Personal interest 

513 None 

  Prejudicial interest 

514 None 

  Disclosable Pecuniary Interests 

515      Item 6c. Cllr H Power – Involved with Scouts 

            Item 12a., 12f. and 12i. Cllr B Harland – Dark Lane resident. 
 

4.        Minutes  

516 The Minutes of the Full Council meeting held on the 5.10.23 were unanimously confirmed as a 

correct record by those present at that meeting and duly signed by the Chairman 

 

5. Public Participation (time limit 10 minutes) 

517 Two residents expressed their objection to a planning application and provided reasons for this 

objection. The Chairman thanked the residents for attending and stated that the planning 

application would be discussed by Cllrs later in the meeting under the appropriate Agenda item. 
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6. To consider requests for grants (£2,000 and above) from the following applicants 

518  Standing Orders were suspended 

a. Nailsea & District Community Transport (NDCT) - £4,400  

519 A representative from NDCT outlined the reasons for the grant application. The comments were 

noted by members and no questions were asked 

b. Backwell Playing Fields Charity - £16,500  

520 Two representatives from Backwell Playing Fields Charity outlined the reasons for the grant 

application. Their comments were noted by members and no questions were asked 

1 member of the public left the meeting 

c. 1st Backwell Scouts - £3,000 

521 A representative from 1st Backwell Scouts outlined the reasons for the grant application. Their 

comments were noted by members and questions were answered 

2 members of the public left the meeting 

d. Great Western Air Ambulance Charity - £2,000  

522 A representative from Great Western Air Ambulance Charity outlined the reasons for the grant 

application. The comments were noted by members and no questions were asked 

e. Backwell Parish Hall - £2,186 

523 A representative from Backwell Parish Hall outlined the reasons for the grant application. Their 

comments were noted by members and no questions were asked. 

524 Standing Orders were reinstated 
 

5 members of the public left the meeting 
 

7. To receive update from District Cllr B Petty 

525 No update received as Cllr Petty is on compassionate leave. 

 

8. To receive such communications as the person presiding may wish to lay before the Council 

526 The Chairman informed members that following reports of an increase in the number of lorries 

going up Dark Lane, it transpires that illegally dumping has been taking place. Cllr Harland 

informed members that this has been reported to North Somerset Council, Bristol Water and the 

Environment Agency and the companies have been ordered to cease and remove. 

 

9. To answer questions from Councillors 

527 None 

 

10. To receive and consider reports and minutes of the Planning Committee 

To receive the draft minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 17.10.23 

528 Noted 

 

11. To receive and consider a report from the Clerk of the Council 

  a. To receive this report  

529 In the absence of the Clerk, there was no report  

  b. Update on non-agenda items 

530 The Chairman informed members that this would be covered under Agenda item 23 
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12. Planning  

a. To receive update on Farleigh Fields 

531 No update at present  

b. To receive update on Rodney Road 

532 No update at present 

  c. To receive update on Gleeson proposals – South Nailsea 

533 Cllr Barclay reported that the application is live but the new Draft Local Plan may affect this 

application 

  d. To receive and consider report from Lucy White 

534 Noted 

e. To receive update on draft Local Plan 

535 Cllr Barclay reported that the pre-submission of the new Draft Local Plan was approved by North 

Somerset Council Executive Committee on 18th October.  The new Draft Plan does include 

development at Grove Farm. There will now be a public consultation. Awaiting confirmation of 

dates for this. Residents responding to the consultation is crucial and the ‘Save our Village’ 

campaign is raising awareness and will continue to do so over the coming months.  

536 Cllr Barclay updated members following a meeting with North Somerset Council regarding the 

Bus Service Improvement Plan (BSIP). The proposal is Dark Lane to become one way, for two 

transport hubs, one by Spar and one by the Leisure Centre. The Parish Councillors who attended 

meeting made it clear that the Parish Council would oppose these proposals. The impact on other 

roads in the village by the partial closure of Dark Lane was discussed 

Cllr Lloyd declared an interest at this point as a resident of Church Lane 

Cllr Barclay informed members that North Somerset Council will be holding a Community drop-

in event for residents to find out about the BSIP in the WI Hall on Wednesday 29th November 

between 3.30pm and 7.00pm. 

537 Cllr Power proposed that we move to Agenda item hii. Unanimously agreed.  

h. To consider the following planning application: 

ii. Planning application no. 23/P/2151/NMA - 28 Oakleigh Close, Backwell - Non-

material amendment to application 18/P/4855/FUH (Demolition of garage and 

outbuilding; erection to two storey extension to side and rear) to allow for the installation 

of 2no. windows at the South-West elevation. 

538  Resolved: Unanimously Backwell Parish Council objects. Cllrs Martin and Taylor 

will draft comments and circulate ready for submission to NSC 

f. Local Plan - Draft pre-submission plan (Reg 19) 

To consider engaging a planning consultant along with any other necessary consultees to  assist 

regarding the councils opposition to the inclusion of land at Grove Farm to the Local Plan 

539 Unanimously agreed to appoint Lucy White to jointly represent the Parish Council, Backwell 

Residents Association and Backwell Resistance. The split of costs between the three is to be 

agreed.     

g. To consider proposals for Land at Dark Lane, Backwell 

540 Cllr Llloyd informed members that, as it is now unlikely that these proposals will go ahead, it 

was agreed at the Planning Committee meeting on 17th October to remove this item from the 

Agenda. 
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h. To consider the following planning applications: 

   i. Planning Application no. 23/P/2024/FUH - 91 Church Lane, Backwell - Proposed 

  erection of single storey and first floor rear extensions & fenestration/ cladding 

  alterations. 

541  Resolved: Unanimously Backwell Parish Council has no objection 

    iii. Planning Application no. 23/P/2181/AOC - 37 Farleigh Road, Backwell - Request to 

  discharge condition number 5 (Wild Birds) on application 23/P/0424/FUH.  

542  Resolved: Unanimously Backwell Parish Council is neutral on this application. 
 

13. To receive update on Bristol Airport 

543 Cllr Martin reported that pedestrian safety is continuing to be a real issue and the risk of a serious 

accident is very worrying. Despite continues efforts by Cllrs Martin and Taylor, a date for a 

meeting with North Somerset Council and Bristol Airport is yet to be agreed. Cllr Martin also 

reported that the Parish Council’s noticeboard has been knocked over. Cllr requested that, going 

forward, the Agenda item be changed to “To receive an update on Downside” 

544 After discussion, it was unanimously agreed that Cllrs Martin and Taylor will draft an 

email for the Chairman to send to North Somerset Council 
 

14. To receive Terms of Reference from Parish Council Working Groups 

  a) Future of Backwell Working Party terms of reference. 

545 Resolved: Unanimously to accept the Backwell Working Party terms of reference   

  b) Communications and PR committee terms of reference. 

546 Cllr Lloyd has amended the policy so that not all posts to have to be approved by the Clerk 

547 Resolved: Unanimously to accept this amendment and to accept the Communications and 

PR committee terms of reference  

  c) Planning Committee terms of reference.  

548 Resolved: Unanimously to accept the Planning Committee terms of reference   

  d) Enhancement Working Party terms of reference. 

549 Resolved: Unanimously to accept the Enhancement Working Party terms of reference   

 

15. To receive report from Enhancement Working Party 

550 Members noted Cllr M Bowerman’s comments regarding the Remembrance Service, The Over 

60’s Tea Party, Christmas Drinks and Carols Around the Crib.  Cllr Power raised whether the 

raffle for the Over 60’s Tea Party should involve donations from businesses rather than 

Councillors. Cllr Ould asked members to send invitation requests for the Christmas Drinks to the 

Clerk 

551 It was agreed to review the raffle arrangements before next year’s Tea Party  

 

16. To receive update from Footpath Working Group 

552 Cllr Power reported she thinks she has sourced some material to cover the muddy footpath from 

the Scout Hut to West Leigh Infants. Cllr Ramos asked if the material is plastic. Cllr Power will 

check and report back. No update on the Jubilee Stone footpath, Cllr Power will follow up. Cllr 

Bowerman raised that the engraving on the Jubilee Stone still needs to be done 

553 It was agreed to put the engraving on the Jubilee Stone on the Agenda for the January 

meeting  

 



 

 

Signed…………………………………………………Chairman 
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17. To review Policies and Procedures Schedule 

  a) Revised Internet and Social Media policy. 

 554 The Internet and Social Media Policy has been reviewed and updated by Cllr Lloyd 

555 Resolved: Unanimously to accept the updates and for the Internet and Social Media Policy 

to be adopted by the Council 

  b) Standing Orders 2019. 

556 The Standing Orders 2019 have been reviewed by Cllr Taylor and no amendments are required 

557 Resolved: Unanimously the Standing Orders be readopted by the Council 

 

18.  To receive an update from the Office Working Party 

558 To be covered under Agenda item 23. 

  

19. To receive update on Woodland Expansion 

As Cllr Horton was unable to attend this evening, she circulated an update prior to the meeting. 

Cllr Taylor noted that he understands that the area proposed for new trees planned is owned by a 

developer, not the Parish Council.  

559 Unanimously agreed to defer to the next meeting. Cllr Ould will update Cllr Horton  

 

20.  To consider upgrades to Parish Hall Clock 

560 Resolved: Unanimously to authorise and accept a quote of £997.00 plus VAT from Smith of 

Derby to upgrade the Parish Hall Clock 

 

21. Accounts 

  a. To receive and consider Receipts and Payments schedule for October 2023  

(Checked by Cllr M Bowerman prior to the meeting) 

561 Noted 

  b. To authorise expenditure for the month of October 2023 

562 Resolved: Unanimously to authorise 

c. To authorise expenditure of £40.00 for Cllr M Horton to attend ALCA “Essential 

Councillor”course on 9.11.23 

563 Resolved: Unanimously to authorise 

d. To authorise expenditure of £40.00 for Admin Support to attend ALCA “The New 

 Parish/Town Clerk”course on 16.11.23 

564 Resolved: Unanimously to authorise 

e. To consider 2024/25 Budget and Grant list 

565 Cllr Taylor informed members that the Grant list will be discussed at the next Finance Working 

Party meeting 

566 Cllr Taylor reported that the Draft Budget is being finalised and will be ready for consideration at 

the December meeting and will need to be approved at the January meeting 

567 Cllr Taylor informed members that the external auditor has been booked and will be coming in on 

Friday 1st December. 

 

Member of the Public left the meeting 

 



 

 

Signed…………………………………………………Chairman 
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22. Confidential Items 

Resolved: That pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings)Act 1960, the Public 

and Press be excluded from the meeting for the following items due to the confidential nature 

of the business to be transacted 

 

Mrs Melton left the meeting 

 

23. Staff Matters 

  Confidential update on staff matters 

568 Resolved: Unanimously that the Remuneration Guidance relating to Acting Up should 

relate to reasonable cover for holidays and sickness 

569 Resolved: Unanimously that the Remuneration Guidance relating to Time Off In Lieu 

(TOIL) should be in line with the pay grade and can only be taken at a time when it will not 

affect the running of the Council 

570 Resolved: Unanimously that the Office Assistant be offered an additional £100 p.c.m. in the 

absence of the permanent Clerk to reflect the additional duties at a higher level 

571 Resolved: Unanimously that the temporary Clerk should receive the pay rise discussed 

572 There being no further items of business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 21:45 hours. 
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